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2025 Bidwell Family Reunion

Hampton Inn & Suites Chicago - Downtown
Chicago, Illinois
July 24 - 28, 2025
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Dear Bidwell Family Cousin,

Get ready to mark your calendars and pack your bags because the 50th annual
Bidwell Family Reunion is just around the corner! We are excited to welcome
you and your family to Chicago, Illinois, from July 24 through July 28, 2025.

Join us in Chicago as we come together as an extended family to meet our cousins,
experience the local area, and create new memories to last a lifetime. Whether
you're a seasoned reunion attendee or joining us for the first time, we welcome you
and promise a memorable experience during our weekend together! We’ll explore
some of Chicago’s top sites and immerse ourselves in the city's vibrant culture.
Chicago provides the perfect backdrop for our reunion being centrally located, easily
accessible, and offering something for everyone to enjoy.

This invitation provides all the details that you will need regarding reunion events
and accommodations.

Registration must be completed by using the enclosed registration form or
online at: https://www.eventleaf.com/e/2025bidwellfamilyreunion.

Registration and hotel reservations are due on or before May 31, 2025.
We look forward to seeing you in Chicago!

- Bidwell Family Association

Schedule of Events
Thursday, July 24, 2025

Hotel Check-In (4:00 pm) and Attendee Registration (3:00 pm - 5:30 pm)
Visit our conference room to meet your reunion hosts and pick up your reunion attendee
information packet, name tag, and goodie bag.

Welcome Dinner at The Berghoff (6:00 pm)

Join us for a taste of history and tradition at The Berghoff! Established in 1898, this iconic
Chicago landmark has been serving up authentic German cuisine and its own renowned
Berghoff Beer for over a century. We invite you to experience The Berghoff for a delightful
evening of food, drink, and good company.




Schedule of Events
Friday, July 25, 2025

Buffet Breakfast at our Hotel
A complimentary buffet breakfast is offered daily by our hotel. Feel free to enjoy breakfast in
the comfort of our hotel or venture out to one of the many surrounding restaurants.

Soldier Field Tour

Step into Chicago's sporting history with a tour of the
legendary Soldier Field! This iconic landmark, the NFL's
oldest stadium (established in 1924 and modernized in
2003), 1s home to the Chicago Bears. Our tour will explore
the rich history and modern functionality of the stadium.
(Note: Due to sport and event scheduling, tour availability
may only be confirmed 30 to 60 days in advance.)

Lunch on our own at Catalog at the Willis Tower

Choose from a diverse selection of quick-service restaurants for a
delicious and convenient lunch. Catalog, located at the base of the
Willis Tower, will be our entry point into Skydeck.

Skydeck and Skydeck Museum
Ascend to Skydeck for an unparalleled
panoramic experience! Located atop the
iconic Willis Tower, this observation
deck offers breathtaking 360-degree
views of the city skyline, Lake
Michigan, and beyond. Step out onto
the glass floored balconies for a unique
view of the city below from the 103rd
floor. Skydeck Museum offers a journey
through Chicago’s history and
interactive exhibits for all ages.

Game Night and Dinner

We will reconvene at our hotel for dinner and an evening
filled with fun and laughter. Our dinner will include an
assortment of Chicago-style pizzas from Ginos’ East, one of
Chicago’s iconic pizza places, as well as salads and desserts.
You will have the opportunity to participate in interactive
games and win prizes as we get to know each other.

Saturday, July 26, 2025

Bidwell Family Association Board Meeting / Free Time for Non-Board Members
Board members will meet Saturday morning for the annual BFA Board Meeting. All other
reunion attendees will have Saturday morning free. Our hotel is located between the River
North and Magnificent Mile neighborhoods, so we are within walking distance or a short cab
ride away from a wide array of restaurants, shops, and attractions.




Schedule of Events
Saturday, July 26, 2025 (continued)

Box Lunch at our Hotel catered from Manny’s Deli
Enjoy a classic and long-running Chicago deli in the convenience of our hotel. For attendees
interested in this option, this lunch will be available immediately following our board meeting.

Untouchable Tour

Embark on a unique and entertaining journey : Vg . F‘ "
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Capone and the Prohibition era.

Bidwell Family Association Banquet and Auction

Our evening will be spent at our hotel enjoying a delicious dinner buffet as we mingle with our
fellow Bidwell cousins. Following dinner, we will hold our annual, and much-anticipated, BFA
Auction. (See Additional Notes for more information.)

Sunday, July 27, 2025

Millennium Park

Join us at Millennium Park on Sunday morning as we visit
Cloud Gate (aka The Bean), one of Chicago’s most popular sites,
explore the park, and see the beginning of Route 66. Feel free to
relax on a bench near the many fountains and art installations
or stroll through the park and various gardens.

Lunch on our own at Billy Goat Tavern
Experience a taste of classic Chicago fare where the legendary "cheezborger, cheezborger, no
Pepsi, Coke!" awaits.

Architecture River Tour

Cruise along the Chicago River and discover the
architectural marvels that define the city's iconic
skyline! Expert guides will lead our 90 minute boat
tour as we view the city from a unique perspective
and learn about Chicago's rich history and design.

Dinner at Harry Caray’s Italian Steakhouse

For our final evening and meal together, join us at

this Chicago landmark where we will savor prime steaks and classic Italian dishes in a lively
atmosphere. Dinner will be on our own ordering from the restaurant’s dinner menu.

Monday, July 28, 2025

Departure Day




Accommodations

Hampton Inn & Suites Chicago - Downtown
33 West Illinois Street
Chicago, Illinois 60654

Hotel Reservations
e Phone: Please call the hotel directly: 312-832-0330
Mention group event “2025 Bidwell Family Reunion” to secure the group rate.
Online: Please visit the hotel website:
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/chihshx-hampton-suites-chicago-downtown/
Enter group code “CHH90Z” under special rates to secure the group rate.

#*** Reservations must be made by May 31, 2025, to guarantee room availability. ***

Hotel Information

Located in the heart of downtown Chicago, the hotel offers modern accommodations with free
breakfast, an indoor pool, an on-site restaurant, spacious meeting facilities, and easy access to
numerous attractions, shops, and restaurants in the surrounding area.

Room Types Nightly Rate
Standard One King / Standard Two Queen $229

Nightly rate is effective for check in on Thursday, July 24, and check out on Monday, July
28, and is subject to sales and occupancy taxes of approximately 17.4%. Our room block (20
rooms) is secured until May 31, 2025, after which any unbooked rooms will be released.
Nightly rate is also available one day before and one day after our reunion, subject to
availability at the time of booking. Please contact the hotel to reserve additional days.

Check-In Time: 4:00 pm Check-Out Time: 12:00 pm

Please contact the hotel for special requests including accessible rooms, adjoining rooms, and
early check-in or late check-out, subject to availability at the time of booking.

Transportation

The reunion has been designed so minimal self-transportation is required. The BFA
will organize shuttle services or rideshare services to facilitate group
transportation throughout the weekend.

e Ifyou will be arriving by air, we recommend using a taxi or rideshare (Uber / Lyft) for
transportation to our hotel. Chicago is serviced by two major airports (O’Hare and
Midway) which offer non-stop flights from numerous cities.

If you will be arriving by car, self parking and valet parking are available at our hotel for
an additional fee. Additional parking facilities are available in the surrounding area.




Additional Notes

BFA Auction

The BFA Auction is an annual tradition to raise money for the BFA to help pay for reunion
expenses and reduce costs for attendees. Attendees are asked to bring and donate at least one
item for the auction. Items should be in new or in good condition. Examples of items include:

e Bidwell mementos and memorabilia

e Handmade arts and crafts

e Unique food and snack items

e Other store-bought items that you feel will generate interest

Any attendee may bid on any item during the auction. Payment for items won during the
auction is required at the end of the auction in the form of cash or check only.

BFA Scholarship

The BFA Scholarship is available to students graduating from high school and entering a two
or four year college or university or a trade or vocational school in the fall of 2025. Additional
details and scholarship applications are available at www.bidwell.org/scholarship.

Bidwell Family History Book

The two volume book set of the Bidwell Family History is available for purchase. If interested,
the set may be purchased as follows:

e Print and mail an order form: www.bidwell.org/family-history-book-set/

e Amazon.com: www.amazon.com/Bidwell-Family-Association/dp/BO0SIGNWZS

Extending your trip to Chicago

Make the most of your trip to Chicago by extending your trip and exploring additional
attractions which interest you the most. Chicago offers countless attractions for all ages and
all interests in the downtown and surrounding area.

Recommended additional attractions include:
e The Art Institute of Chicago Navy Pier
e The Magnificent Mile Shedd Aquarium
e Museum of Science and Industry Chicago Fed Money Museum
e Chicago Riverwalk Chicago Children’s Museum
e The Field Museum Adler Planetarium
e Lincoln Park Zoo Numerous theaters and performances

Questions?

Please contact the reunion hosts - Zeb and Amy Bidwell - by email at
zbidwell@gmail.com for any questions.

Zeb is the grandson of the founders of the Bidwell Family Association - Joan and
Virgil Bidwell. Zeb and Amy are excited to host the 50th reunion and welcome you
to Chicago.




Registration Form - Page 1

Registration and Payment are due by May 31, 2025.

Registration and Payment may also be completed online at:
https://www.eventleaf.com/e/2025bidwellfamilyreunion

First Name: Last Name:

Address:

Home Phone: Cell Phone:

Email:

- Are you a BFA Member? Yes No - Is this your first reunion? Yes
- Would you like to be included in group text messaging for notifications and
updates during the reunion? Yes No
- The BFA is organizing transportation for reunion activities. For the reunion
activities in which you sign up, please indicate your preference:

I will use complimentary group transportation for reunion activities

I will provide my own transportation for reunion activities

- Please notify the reunion host (zbidwell@gmail.com) of any food allergies.

First and Last Name(s) of Additional Attendee(s):

Grand Total Amount Due from Page 2:

Make check payable to: Bidwell Family Association

Mail check and registration form to: Tina Bidwell
47 Doe Haven Circle
Depew, NY 14043




Registration Form - Page 2

Thursday, July 24, 2025
Welcome Dinner at The Berghoff (Meal complimentary to attendees.)
Number of guests for reservation:

Friday, July 25, 2025

Soldier Field Tour
Number of adults: $ 35.00 each
Number of children (12 and under): $ 20.00 each

Skydeck and Skydeck Museum
Number of adults: $ 40.00 each
Number of children (12 and under): $ 20.00 each

Game Night and Dinner
Number of adults: Number of children (12 and under):

Saturday, July 26, 2025
Box Lunch at our Hotel catered from Manny’s Deli
Number of box lunches: X $25.00 each
Sandwich Type: Corned Beef Pastramix
Turkey Breast x
Tuna Saladx

Untouchable Tour
Number of adults: X $50.00 each
Number of children (12 and under): X $20.00 each

Bidwell Family Association Banquet and Auction
Number of adults: X $60.00 each
Number of children (12 and under): X $20.00 each

Sunday, July 27, 2025
Millennium Park
Number of adults: Number of children (12 and under):

Architecture River Tour
Number of adults: X $45.00 each
Number of children (12 and under): X $20.00 each

Dinner at Harry Caray’s Italian Steakhouse (Meal paid on our own at the restaurant.)
Number of guests for reservation:

Grand Total Amount Due:




